
Hope Amidst Despair | Pratham Delhi                                                                                                                    

 



2                                                                                                                  Hope Amidst Despair | Pratham Delhi                                                                                                                  



Hope Amidst Despair | Pratham Delhi                                                                                                                  3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to thank Bharat Patni for organizing this visit and thank Shailendra for suggesting the idea 
of doing case studies of Pratham children. Rekha was essential in showing us around South Shahdara 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ tǊŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ Tasleem Bano, area head of South Shahdara, made sure that we 
were comfortable and organized all sorts of otherwise impossible meetings and journeys for us. 
½ŀƪƘƛǊŀΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƘŜŀŘΣ Rachna, made sure that we saw everything important and met everyone influen-
ǘƛŀƭ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ Anjali, one of our guides 
in Zakhira, helped translate unfamiliar words when I interviewed children and provided plenty of back-
ground information on the area. Sampurna Murti and Manisha Chaudhry of Pratham Books suggested 
ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ tǊŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ Chi-
tra Raghavan of Pratham New York for coordinating my visit from the United States.  

 



4                                                                                                                  Hope Amidst Despair | Pratham Delhi                                                                                                                  



Hope Amidst Despair | Pratham Delhi                                                                                                                  5 

Table of Contents

Hope Amidst Despair     6 
A Records System     8 
4ÈÅ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ 2ÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ     ρπ 
Stitching by Night, Learning by Day     11 
One Hundred and Five Years Was Not Enough     13 
A First Rate Student     16 
Three Pratham Friends     17 
Ȱ(Ï×ȱ ÁÎÄ Ȱ#ÒÏ×ȱ     ρψ 
A Passion for Kites     19 
Not a Five-Star Slum     21 
Reflections     26 
A Final Word     28 



6                                                                                                                  Hope Amidst Despair | Pratham Delhi                                                                                                                  

 

Hope Amidst Despair

PRATHAMτǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǇǊƛƳŀǊȅέτand an organization by this name 
aims to eliminate illiteracy and provide universal primary education in 
India. This goal itself is beyond daunting. Approximately 137 million In-
dian childrenτalmost half the total population of the United Statesτare 
illiterate. Pratham aims to put all these children into school. How had the 
organization even begun to tackle this problem?  
 Since Madhav Chavan founded the organization in 1994 in a slum 
ƛƴ aǳƳōŀƛΣ tǊŀǘƘŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƴƻƴ-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and has served over one million chil-
ŘǊŜƴΦ tǊŀǘƘŀƳΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
children see education as a familiarity rather than an imposition, 
Pratham draws its teachers from the community. Pratham says that 
these community members will have greater fortune convincing reluc-
tant parents to send their children to school than outsiders will. This phi-

Some of the people at Pratham Delhi 


